Ex differences — ersion 1.1 to 2.0

This sheetsummarizeghe differencesbetweenthe old version 1.1 of ex and the new version 2.0.
The new ex is available asthe standardex on the vax on the 5th floor of Evans,andasa newv and experi-
mentalversionin /usr/nev on the Cory 11/70. It will soonbeavailable in /usr/nev on the ComputerCenter
and Ingres MachinesSend problemswer the Berleley network to “vax:bill”.

Changes to existing featues

Options.

The optionseditany edited, fork, hush,printall andsticky have beendeletedbecausef lack of use.
Thenotify option has been renamesport.

Thehomeoptionwill soonbe supersededly the ervironmentfeatureof version7 uNix andhasbeen
deleted. Similarly themodeoption is superseded by thenaskof version 7 and has also been deleted.

The visualmessge option hasbeendeleted;use“mesgn” at the systemcommandlevel to inhibit
interconsole messages.

The iul option is replacedby a more generalmechanismwhich allows portionsof the buffer to be
processedhrough specifiedcommandsyou can getiul processingon lines 1 to 100 of a file by doing
“1,100!ul". Thisreplaceghelines1 to 100 by the outputof aniul commandgiving the commandhese
lines as input.

Invocation
The options-o0, —-nand-p have been deleted.

Filename brmation

The alternatefilenameis now representeds‘#' ratherthan'’, since”’ is ashellmetacharacterThe
editor now usesa shellto expandfilenamescontainingshell metacharacterslf you usecsh,thenyou can
useall the shell metasyntaxn forming new filenames,ncluding homedirectory referenceswith ™ and
variables you define ircshic using ‘$'.

Character representation

Control charactersrenow represente@s‘” x’; thusa control X is printedas*”X’; the deletecharac-
ter is represented 7'

Command changes
There hae been major changes to open/visual (incompatible ones are describ&jl belo

It is no longerpossibleto discardchangedy repeatingthe quit commandtwice. You must usethe
variant form quit! to getout of theeditordiscardingchanges.Similarly thevariantformse! andnext! must
be used to edit a nefile or the ngt file without saing changes you ka made.t

A new form of the'!l" shell escapeaeplaceghe expandandtabulate commands.Thusthe command
“1,10xpand’ of the old versionis replacedby “1,10!expand’ in the nen. Note alsothatthe command
abbreviation ta no longerrefersto the tabulate commandwhich hasbeendeleted but ratherrefersto the
new tag command.

The format of the args commandhas beenchanged;ithe files are no longer numbered ratherthe
entire agument list is abays printed with the current file name enclosed by ‘' and .

The format of the file commandoutputhasbeenchangedthe editor says‘[Not edited]’ in the rare
casethatthisis true ratherthansaying‘[Edited]’. The commandalsogives the percentagef the way into

T Less useful areewind! andrecover! .



the huffer that the current line is.

The format of the setcommandhasbeenimproved; “set all” now prints in a threecolumnformat.
The commands'set %", “set!” and “set ™" have beendeleted. The command‘set” now printsin a one
line format rather than dm the screen.

The commandeco, &pand, help, &set, sync, tablateandxpandhave been deleted.

Changes to open and visual

A large numberof changesave beenmadeto openandvisual; we summarizeonly the mostnotice-
able oneshere. Seethe attachedreferencecard for more information,and (even if you knowv how to use
visual already)you shouldlook at An Introductionto Text Editing with Vi. We do not discussary of the
new commands in visual here.t

The deleteline commands now dd ratherthan\\ (\\ no longerworks!.) In fact, d andotheroperators
cannow operateon lines; thusdL deletesto the lastline on the screen. The shift commands< and> are
now operators, thus< and>> now have the efect that< and> used to hee.

The commandv hasbeendeleted;only its synorym z remains. TheK operationhasbeenmoved to
m; K hasno meaningin the new version. The"S operationhasbeendeleted but "G doesa sync,andalso
prints someinformation. The "W operationhasbeendeleted(useB). The#, @ and"X operationshave
been deletedTo delete to the bginning of the line usd0; the commands andandX are similar ta#.

During inputs,W backs up lilke b rather tharB.

Terminal supporthas beenvastly improved; the editor will now drive most ary display terminal,
using all terminalfeaturessuchas cursoraddressing¢learto endof line, insertanddeleteline andinsert
anddeletecharacter To help performanceon slow terminalssomeoptionsarenow set basedon theintelli-
genceand speedof the terminal;in particular the default window size is 1/2 a full screenat 300 baud,or
2/3 of a full screen at 1200 baud.

T It is now possibleto edit with the focusof the editing beingvisual usinga commandvi ratherthanex on the
command line, and using ame command from within visual to run command mode commands.



